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I the following background information of the events leading
up to the publication in the Santiago press of names of Communistas %o be
“eliminated from the electoral registry. 25X1X6

1. About the middle of December, Gonsalez Videla called the officials of the
Supreme Court and the Court of Appsals, as well as varlous members of the
Electoral Tribunal, to Ia Moneda. The President proposed that publication .
of the list of persons barred from the electoral registry should be delayed
wtil February. This delay in notification that they had been eliminated
would mean that the Communists would not have time nor opportunity to ap=
peal the question before the courts. The President displayed coples of the
Communist circular which outlined the plans of the Communiststo prevent
thelir being barred, ent. This circular contained an explana-
tion of the Government's appiicaiion of the lLey de Defensa in eliminating
Communist Party members from the electoral registers. There were also in- 25X1A6a

1 structions- to the various re;ional and local committees of the Commnist

Party on the methods of filing appeals as soon as the ncmes were published.
Methods were suggested on concealing electoral registration data by those
Party members not known by the Government.) The Presiden® suggested that
a delay in publishing the lists would be the best way to circumvent the
Communists. o :

2, The officials listened to Gonzalez Videla and left La Monsda without clearly
expressing their opinions, but they gave the President the impression that
they would reject his proposal. Unofficially, the members of the court
communiceted with the Director of the Electoral Register and advised that
they would be no party to retarding the publication of the lists. They addad
that they were disposed to hear all appeale and would render declaions within
the legal periods. In private commentas these court officials atated that
they "dld not desire to aid the establishment of a dictatorship through the
malicious application of a law", Comment. This failure of Gonzalex
Videla has been a great shock to the wing political camp, where it was 25X1X6
believed that the President could command respect in any situation. )

Comment., The first list containing names of Communists %o be slimina 25X1A6a
Trom the electoral registers appeared ; I 20 necember
198, Other lists have appsared s
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